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TJUNTJUNTJARA INDIGENOUS LAND USE AGREEMENT 
Statement by Minister for Lands 

DR A.D. BUTI (Armadale — Minister for Lands) [2.11 pm]: I rise to inform the house that in my capacity as 
Minister for Lands and on behalf of the state of Western Australia, I was very proud to have recently executed 
a historic Indigenous land use agreement with the Spinifex native title holders, which recognises their native title 
rights and paves the way for the grant of more appropriate land tenure over the Tjuntjuntjara community living area. 
The community has existed within the western extent of the A-class Great Victoria Desert Nature Reserve since 
at least 1988 but has never had a registrable land interest over the area it occupies. This lack of formal land tenure 
has previously limited the community’s ability to seek investment for critical infrastructure, whilst also restricting 
its pursuit of on-ground activities that would further the community’s economic, social and cultural development. 
The recent signing of the Tjuntjuntjara ILUA marks a key turning point in the Spinifex people’s long-running campaign 
for formal acknowledgement of the community’s present location, which dates back beyond the Federal Court’s 
recognition of their native title rights in November 2000. The signed agreement has now been lodged with the 
National Native Title Tribunal and, once registered, will enable the state to formally proclaim the remaining operative 
provisions of the Reserves (Tjuntjuntjara Community) Act 2018. Proclamation of these provisions will give final 
effect to the long-awaited excision of more than 78 500 hectares of land from the nature reserve and establish 
a new lot over the Tjuntjuntjara community living area, which can then be leased in perpetuity to the Spinifex people. 
The perpetual lease will permit use of the living area for any purpose that advances the interests of the Spinifex 
people, including Aboriginal cultural, community and commercial purposes. It will also permit subleasing of the 
living area in whole or in part for commercial return, when income derived is used for the financial benefit of the 
native title holders or improvement of the living area for the benefit of the Tjuntjuntjara community. 
Agreements such as these are a great example of how the McGowan government is working hard to close the gap 
and ensure the strong economic participation of Aboriginal people and the further development of their communities. 
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